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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF BUCKS COUNTY.
CIVIL DIVISION - EQUITY

NATALIE G. CHAMBERLAIN. et al.

Plaintiffs

PENNSYLVANIA

No.

VS,

NESHAMINY SCHOOL DiST'RICT

Defendant

1llffirorffi,fiilrdflllll
i-ode .l l!(lqe j.l
L ,rr', , - r. u,,t, n, ., r t,r'Jl d J ". r ... I . t,

TO: NESHAMINY SCHooL DISTIIICT

You have been suecl in court. If you wish to def'end against the claims set lbrth in fhcfbllorving pages you must take action within twenfy (20).lays nrt", itri, complaint anrlnotice are served by entering a rvritten appearance personally or by attorney and filing inwriting with the court your defenses or objections to ttre craims set forth against you. y'uare warned that if you fail to do so the case may proccetlwithout you un,t a judgment maybe entered against you by the court without ruritrer notice fbr any money claimed in thecomplaint or fbr any 
'ther claim or.relief requesteJ by the praintii'f. vou .',uy rose moneyor property or other rights imporfant to you.

YOU SHOULD TAKE TITIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE. IF YOUDO NOT HAVE A LAWYER OIi. CANNOT AFFORb ONE GO TO OR TELEPHONETHE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW. THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITHINFORAMTION ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER.



IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY BEABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES THAT MAYOFFER LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A REDUCED FEE OR NOFEE.

Bucks County Bar Association
135 East State Street

Doylestown, PA 18901
Phone (21 5) 348-9413, t-800-479-8585

www.bucksbar.org
PA Bar Association: www.Dabar.org

The Law Office of Peter M. Williams, LLC

Date: 4^tL^ tl'
Peter M. Witliams, Esquire
Attorney for Plaintiff
Attorney I.D. # 90485
1288 Veterans' Hwy., Suite lA
Levittown, PA 19056
(267) s83-36e0

By:

AA , ^/t

l'd" w t"#)



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIAcIuL DMSTON _ EQUTTY

NATALIE G. CHAMBERLAIN
461 Snowball Drive
Levittown, PA 19056

and
KAREN A. SARAULLO
1 18 Red Rose Drive
Levittown, pA 19056

CHRISTY DOUGHERTY
I530 Veterans Flighway
Lcvittowr.r, pA 19056

JENNIFER A. WILITYER 
ANd

74 Forsythia Drive East
Levittown, pA 19056

and
KIMBERLY MASON
24 Spinythorn Rd.
Levittown, pA 19056,

Plaintiffs

VS.

NESI_IAMINY SCHOOL DISTRICT
225 0 Langhome- yardl ey Road
Langhorne, PA 19047

Defendant

No.

and

COMPLAINT IN MANDAMTJS

L Plaintiffs are;

a' Natalie G' chamberlain, an adult individual, residing at 46l Snowball

Drive, Levittown, Bucks county, pennsyrvania. She is the mother of a

child who attends kindergarden at Samuel Everitt Elementary School;



b' Karen A. Saraullo, an adult individual residing at 1 l g Red Rose Dr...

Levittown, Bucks county, pennsylvania. She is the mother of a child who

atte'ds third grade at Samuel Everitt Elernentary School;

c' Christy Douglierty, an adult individual residing at 1530 veterans

Highway, Levittown, Bucks County Pennsylvania. She is the 
'rother 

of a

child who atte'ds fburth grade at Sarnuel Everitt Eleme'tary School;

d' 'lennifer A' wilityer, atr aclult individual residing at 74 Forsythia Drive

East, Levittown, Bucks county, pennsyl'a'ia. She is the mother of a

child who atte.ds first grade at Samuel trvcritt l]lernentary School.

e' Kirnberly Mason, an adult individual residing at 24 Spinythorn Rd,,

Levittown, Bucks county, pennsylvania. She is the mother o1 a child who

attends second grade at Samuel Everitt Erementary Schoor.

2' Deltndant is the Neshaminy School District with a business office locatcd at 2Z5o

Langlrorne-Yardley Ito.cl, La'ghorne, Bucks county, pennsylvan ia, r9047.

3' Plaintifl-s it1corporate herein by ref'erence the allegations set lbrth i' paragraphs

one througir two ol this complai't as if set forth at length herein.

4' on or about November 18,2014, a resolution was adopted by the Nesha'riny

School District Board o1'Directors ("Board") r'egarding the permanent closure of'samuel Everitt

Eienrentary School ("Everitt")' an elementary school locatecl aL l45 Forsytliia Drive South.

Levittown, Bucks County, pennsylvania I9056.

5' A public hearing was held on the closure in accordance with the pen'sylvania

Public School code of 1 949, as amended, on December 15, 2014 atthe Maple poi't Middle



School Auditorium on December 15, 2014 upon the question of whether or not to permanentlv

close Everitt at the end of the 2014-2015 School year.

6' On March 17,2015 ataregularly scheduled school board meeting, an..agenda

item" on the topic of the permanent closure of Everitt was presented by Mr, Anthony Sposato. A

true atrd correct copy of that agenda item is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit

"A'" The resoltttion to permanently close Everitt at the end of the 2014-2015 school year nassecl

by er vote of 7-2.

7. Tlre reasons set fbrth in the agenda ilem, inter aliu, are the followilg:

WHEREAS, this action is being taken because of the declining

student eurollment at the elementary school level throughout the School

District, and the School is situate in an area of str-rdent population deolile;

and

WHIIREAS, the School, which has a pDE capacity: Regular 525

and Maximum Practical capacity 521 has an enrollment of only 395

stttdents in grades K-5, which is the second smallest enrollment of an

elementary school in the Scliool District; ancl

WHEREAS, the School, constructed in 1954, ancl the last

expanded and retrovated in 1968, requires the most extensive and costly

renovations of any other elementary school in the School District; and....

8. These three paragraphs represent significant misstatements of fact that are

contradicted by facts contained on the Nesharniny School District's website which were

available at the time of the March l7 ,2015 Board meetinq.



9' These significant misstatements of fact were relied upon by the Board and

by members of the public with respect to voting on and commenting on the permanent

closure of Everitt.

10. Specifically, the first paragraph cited in paragraph seven (7) of this

complaint states that there is cleclining enrollment at the elementary school level

tlrroughout the district.

I l ' A report prepared by Spiezle Architectural Group, Inc., that ca' be fbund

on the District's website shows a projection reflecting cleclining enrollment on page fbur

(4)' however, that projection was amended on page five (5) to refiect that the projection

has changed to reflect that emollment at the elementary school is actually increasing. A

true and correct copy o1'the relevantpages of this report is attachecl hereto and

incorporated herein as Exhibit ,,B.',

12' The second paragrapli citecl in palagraph seven (7) of this Complaint

irrdicates that Everitt has a student capacity of "Regula r 525 and,Maximum practical

capacity 521 ," however, in a repoft entitled "Amendrnent to District-wide I,-acility

Study," dated october 23,2014 atpages 33-34,it is indicated that the current capacity of
Sarnuel Everitt is only 419 students, which is more than 100 students less than the

number set forth in the "Agenda ltenl." A true and corect copy of this report is attached

hereto and incorporatecl herein as Exhibit ,,C.,,

13' Given the current stuclent eruollment of 395 stuclents, Everitt is currently

at over ninety-four percent (94%) capacity.



l5' A "Price Comparison" chart found on tlie Neshaminy School District,s

website identifles costs associated with renovating thlee elementary schools, Samuei

Everitt' oliver Heckman, and Lower Southampton. A true and correct copy of the price

compariso' is attacrred hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit,,D.,,

l6' A plain reading of Exhibit "D" ref-lects that Samuel Everitt is the least

expensive school to reuovate, both as all overall cost and cost per square fbot, &e
Exhibit "D."

17 ' The above-noted statements set forth in the agenda item fbr the permanent

closure of Everitt were either intentionally or recklessly stated and are contradictecl by

infbrrnation fbund on the District,s website.

18. Had the Boarcl and the public been

the agenda item were false, it coulcl have changed

closing Everitt or pennitted the public to properly

Everitt.

19' Defbndant shor-rld have been truthful witli the information contained

within tire age'da item, however defendant was not truthfur.

20' The Plaintiffs have an interest in this matter as they are parents with

children at Everitt and if'the school closes, their children will be fbrced to attend a

different elementary school.

14. The third paragraph cited in paragraph seven

indicates that Everitt "requires the most extensive and costly

elementary school in the School District...,,

(7) of this Complaint

renovations of any other

aware that the statements set for-th in

the outcome of the vote in favor of

object to the Board's vote to close

21. Plaintiffs have no other adequate remedy at law.



WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs clemand judgment in their favor and against Defendant and

respectfully request an that this Honorable Courl enter an order permitting discovery concerning

the closure of Everitt, an evidentiary hearing regarding the closure of Everitt, remanding the

question of the permanent closure of Everitt to the Neshaminy School Board for further

consideration and public comment, and reasonable attorney fees and costs incurred to challenge

tire closure of Everitt due to the blatantly f'alse statements contained withi' the,.agenda itern,,,

THE LAW OFFICE OF
PETER M.WILLIAMS, LLC

tl I I

Dare: tl 'fb- l?

By: 1l"e^h tuJh
Peter M. Williams, Esquire
Attorney LD. No. 90485
1288 Veterans I-lighway, Suite lA
Levittown, PA 19056
(267) s83-3690



VERIFICATION

I, Natalie G' Chamberlain, am a Plaintiff and I hereby verify that the facts contained in

the foregoing pleading are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.

This verification is macle subject to the penalties of lg pa.c,s. 
$ 4904 relating ro unsworn

falsifrcation to authorities.

Natalie G. Chamberlain



I,KarenA.Saraullo,amao,","ffirifythatthefactscontainedinthe

foregoing pleading are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.

This Verihcation is made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. $ 4904 relating to unsworn

falsifrcation to authorities.

1- /h-/,f
A. Saraullo



VERIFICATION

I' christy Dougherty, am a Plaintiff and I hereby verify that the facts contained in the

foregoing pleading are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, infbrmation, and belief.

This verification is rnade subject to the penalties of l8 pa.c.s. 
S 4904 relating to u'sworn

falsifi cation to authorities.



I,JenniferA.Wilityer,ama,'.ffiverifythatthefactscontainedinthe

foregoing pleading are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, i'formation, and belief.

This verification is made subject to the penalties of l8 pa.c,s. 
$ 4904 relati'g to u'sworn

falsifi cation to authorities.

ennif'er A. Wilitydr



VERIFICATION

I, Kimberly Mason, am a Plaintiff and I hereby verify that the facts contained in the

fbregoing pleading are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.

This verification is made subject to the penalties of l8 Pa.c.s. {i 4904 relating to unsworn

falsification to authorities.
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l.l

tl

Outside of consideration of the above, each school

shown in the tables which follow. Figures in shaded boxes

Bui ldi ngtGpacit yfAssessrnent I j

Interrnediate Unit (lU) dedicated rooms:Most schoors host the lU in various rooms
serving a mix of Neshaminy and other district students. These rooms could, if returned
to district use, serve to supporl capacity. A totalof 2l erementary and g middre school
roolls are dedicated to IU use (see Appendix 2),

Full-day Kindergarten: currently, the District's kindergarten progran-r consists of both
half-day and full-day classes. should the district consider irnplernentation of full-day
kindergarten at all schools additional space would be requirecl to facilitate the program,
currently I I classrooms are allocated to half--day kindergarten and 9 to full-day at the
various elel.nentary schools. Ii'a lull-day program was implernented with class sizes close
to the target class size of 22 stLrderrts/ roorn, an estimated 9-10 additional rooms may be
required depending on etrrollntent distribution between schools. If these rooms were
reallocated fi'om existing rooms, this woLrld reduce overail erementary capacity by
approxirnately 220 seats. Additionally, a firll-clay program woLrlcl likely result in adcjitional
enroliment which has not been assesseclas part of this efforl but r,vhich could irnpact this
estilnate sLrbstantially clepencling on the increased draw fl.orn a firll-day kinclergarten
pfogr'ln in the distr.ict.

ivith identified potential changes is

represent capacity supporting spaces:

Pote ti lCa

putt-out use in full size rooms Subtotal >>-'Other: 
full size spaces which could support capacity Utilization Rate (Greater of schoot average or gO%) >>

Description of changes: Tota | >>1 subdivide Music room into (2) sE instructian; move music to reg crassraom; maintainseperare Esson room2. Cunent Art room, book room and lu rootns coutd also be considered

Capacity supporting spaces are shaded >>

492

90.0%

14421

Pearl S. Buck Elententary School (.f able 5.1)
ta

c r:
Clrms]Music] Art Cmptr sE. scsE Other'. IU

oay

-_1_L _1 _:l
122

44

22

F ulr.day K

Grades 1-5

1l 
l

1 16 / 0 27 26
( r-)/ r- i-

111
0/0 0

1 3 'I 5 12 0

freparedtbytgiezet,Architecturalleoup, ilfic, { I I ; Neslrami nytshool /Dist rict i t1 3L



fl

Potential

112 day K

Full-day K

Grades 1-5

scsE (1{a
flonCrp..tV
.SE: pull-out use tn full size rooms
*'Other: 

fuli size spaces which couro support capacjty

Description of Changes:
1. None

Potential C

"5E: pull-out use in full size rooms
'.Other; full size spaces which couro support capacjty

Description of Changes:
1. None

Potential C

-5Er pull-out use jn full size roorns
.'Other: 

full size spaces which coulo support capacity

Bui ldi ngiGpacit y [Assessrnent I I

Samuel Everitt Elementary School (Table 5.2)

Current Capacity >>

?ao

v
22

Subtotal >>

Utilization Rate (Greater of school average or 90%) >>

$oc

90.0%

Subtotal >>
Utilization Rate (Greater of school average or gO%) >>

rotar"fJE-l

oJc

90.0%

rotatrrlFl

Oliver Heckman Elementary School (Table 5.4)

Subtotal >>
Utilization Rate (Greater of school average or 9O%) >>

o tc

90.0%

15541
Description of Changes: Total >>l Ailocate one of the current Music rooms to generat instruction, compensate wilh tesson room ersewhere2 Re-assrgn one fuil-size sE puil-out room to capacity use; sibdivide a fuil size room to compensate

Joseph Ferderbar Elementary School (l.able 5.3)
c

C c
Clrms Music Art Cmptr SE- scsE Other.' IU

lz say K

Fttll-d;tt K

Grades 1-5

n
2

'l

1

)ttn
( r-3/

0/0 12 0-Ua pactty
1 2 3 0

Dtr

c
C u rrent

Clrms Muslc Art Cmpt SE- SCSE Other'" IU
r/z udy A

Frrll-der, (

Grades 1-5

qcqtr /r a\

Non-Capacity

2 2 _ _4:_
122

88

22

505

0

,|

't7
1

1 19/0 27

0/0 12
1 1 3 6 0,SE -ou

ReparedhytgiezJet,ArchitecluralLGoup,ilhc.r, 
I I Nesham i nyr$hool tDi st rict L 11 4t.
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